CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF
CHINESE BIBLE CHURCH OF LANCASTER
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ARTICLE | : NAME

The name of this Christian congregation shall be the Chinese Bible
Church of Lancaster; hereafter in this Constitution referred to as “the
Church”.

This congregation was initially established with the assistance of the
Paradise district of the Lancaster Conference of the Mennonite Church in
1985. We, therefore, are grateful to God and to them.
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ARTICLE Il : PURPOSE

1. To bring the Gospel to the unsaved, and to lead them to faith in
Christ, and to membership in the Church (Matthew 28:18-20).

2. To lead each member of the congregation to spiritual maturity and
to grengthen their Christian life through providing opportunities for
worship, instruction, spiritual discernment, fellowship, mutual aid,
brotherly counsel, through evangelism and the nurturing of children
(Ephesians 4:4-7,11-16).

3. To express God’s love and concern as His servants, and by sharing
with those who are in need within the community (Galatians 6: 10).

4. To exist for the honor and glory of Christ (Ephesians 4: 4-7, 1 1-
18).

5. This article is not subject to amendment.
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ARTICLE Il : DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

SECTION 1. We believe that the Bible is the complete and verbally
inspired Word of God and without error in its original manuscripts, and
therefore, the supreme standard for faith and conduct (2 Timothy 3: 16,
17; 2 Peter 1:21).

SECTION 2. We believe in one, living, eternal, and true God, existing
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eternally in three persons as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28: 19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

SECTION 3. We believe in the absolute deity and perfect humanity of
the Lord Jesus Christ; that He had two natures, divine and human united
in one person without mixture or confusion and He did not sin; His virgin
birth and vicarious death through the shedding of His blood for the
forgiveness of sins; His bodily resurrection and ascension; His present
High priestly ministry; and in His coming again for His redeemed ones
(John 1 : 1, 2, 14; Luke 1 : 35, Romans 3 :24, 25; Ephesians 1 :7;
Hebrews 7:25; Revelation 19:11-16).

SECTION 4. We believe in the absolute deity of the Holy Spirit; that
He is a person who convicts the world of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment. To the believer He is the agent in regeneration, baptizing all
believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the
day of redemption; and that He exercises a ministry of comfort and
teaching (John 16:8-1 1; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; 2:13; Romans 8:9;
Ephesians 1:13,14; 1 Corinthians 2:13).

SECTION 5. We believe that man was created in the image and
likeness of God, but in Adam’s sin the race fell, inherited a sinful nature,
became alienated from God, and that man is totally depraved, and of
himself, utterly unable to redeem his lost condition (Genesis 1:26-27,;
Romans 3:22-23, 5:12; Ephesians 1:1-3, 12).

SECTION 6. We believe that the salvation of the sinner is wholly of
grace through personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that all the
redeemed once saved are kept by God’s power and are secure in Christ
forever (Ephesians 2: 8 John 6:37-40; 1 Peter 1.5).
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ARTICLE IV : MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. The membership of this congregation shall consist of
persons who profess faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to the Scriptures,
who have concurred with and signed the church’s doctrinal statement
without any mental reservation, who have been approved by the
congregation upon the recommendation of the Board of Deacons (See
ARTICLE VI), and who have been received into the fellowship of the
congregation by believer’s baptism, upon confession of faith, or by
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church letter.

SECTION 2. Every person who is a member of the Chinese Bible
Church of Lancaster is entitled to and encouraged to participate in all the
activities of the church, is eligible to vote on all questions brought before
the church and to share in congregational discussions. In certain
elections, the right to vote may be limited to those members eighteen
years or older.

SECTION 3. Membership may be terminated: 1) By dismissal. When
a member requests for a letter of recommendation to another church and
is accepted as a member of that church, the member is considered
dismissed from the Church. 2) By erasure. Any member who joins
another church automatically forfeits membership in this church. Any
member who, without good reason, has been absent from the Church and
its services for a period of over one year will be subjected to erasure from
the membership. 3) By excommunication. Any member who continues in
flagrant sin, or who deviates from Scripture teaching as expressed in the
church’s doctrinal statement, shall forfeit the privilege of membership.

SECTION 4. An annual business meeting of the Church shall be held
every year, the first Sunday of November, at which time new officers of
the church shall be elected to replace those whose term of office is
expiring.

SECTION 5. Special business meetings of the Church may be called
a any time by the moderator, who is the Chairman of the Board of
Deacons, or upon a petition in writing of fifty percent of the voting
members of the Church (but not fewer than ten persons), provided the
request specifies the purpose for which the special meeting is desired.
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ARTICLE V : OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH AND THEIR
APPOINTMENTS

SECTION 1. The officers of the Church could include the following:
the pastor, associate pastor, assistant pastor, youth pastor, the Board of
Deacons, and the Elders Committee.

SECTION 2. The pastor shall be in charge of the spiritual affairs of
the Church. This includes the regular worship and preaching services, the
administration of the ordinances, all special services other than business
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meetings, and the general oversight of the spiritual life of the Church.

SECTION 3. The pastor is appointed by the Board of Deacons and
shall serve in this capacity until at the end of a five year term, or until
such time as a two-thirds majority ascertained by secret ballot votes
among the voting members present a a constitutionally called
congregational meeting vote for his dismissal. A five years term is to be
renewed by the unanimous vote of Board of Deacons. There shall be a
one year probation for a new pastor.

SECTION 4. The pastor and the Church shall give each other a
minimum of six months notice before the end of a term whether to renew
another term of service. This notice shall be read to the congregation.

SECTION 5. The pastor shall be an ex-officio member, with voting
power, of the Board of Deacons and of all committees. However, the
pastor shall be precluded from serving as Chairman of the Board of
Deacons.

SECTION 6. Candidates to be deacons are proposed by the deacon
board and approved by the elders committee (if there is one). The
Deacons are elected by the Church members at the annual business
meeting by majority vote of members present, for a term of two years.
The Board of Deacons shall elect from their own members a Chairman, a
Vice Chairman, a Treasurer and a Secretary, immediately following the
election of new Board members. The Chairman shall serve as moderator
of the Church. A Deacon can be elected for three terms and then has to
rest for one year before being re-elected. Deacons shall attend all
deacon’s meetings, however, each Deacon can be absent from these
meetings for a maximum of three times per year with justifiable excuses.
Decisions shall be aresult of atwo-thirds majority vote of deacons.

SECTION 7. The Board of Deacons shall create committees as are
necessary to improve the worship, evangelism, missionary work, and the
educational program of the Church.

SECTION 8. Elders Committee candidates are to be selected by the
pastor. Then the candidates may be proposed by the Deacon Board and
confirmed by a two-thirds mgjority vote of the Church members.
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SECTION 9. The Elders Committee is in charge of the planning and Gy v " = =
execution of spiritual activities. The pastor is the Chairman of the IVl W:EZF{F'Fﬂhyffﬂja{%ﬂf'wpkf’g'u}[lﬁ“ kL
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meeting, and calls annual congregational business meeting.
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SECTION 2. Vice Chairman: Assists Chairman, takes up the| 5 .
responsibility of Chairman in his absence.
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SECTION 5. All other Deacons; Share burden of Board of Deacons.
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and healing were temporarily given to the early church apostles.

We believe the miraculous gifts were given primarily for the
apostolic age for the purpose of confirming the authenticity of the
apostles’ message (Hebrews 2:3-4; 2 Corinthians 12:12), and as a sign to
unbelievers (1 Corinthians 14:22). We also believe that God, in His
sovereignty, performs miracles today.

Because not all believers and biblical scholars agree regarding the
biblical nature of spiritual gifts, and because our desire is to srive for
harmony and unity within the Chinese Bible Church of Lancaster,
tongues may not be used in any of the Chinese Bible Church of Lancaster
services and ministries (Ephesians 4:1-6).

i&ﬁ?ﬁlfp*$$Q?ﬂj i f’f;}$’ﬁ"Fu**%fmwftﬁu%@a  HLR
%?i@ﬁgﬁhﬁwﬁﬂﬁﬁfg4ﬁwl&m ﬁ%@?*
= (AR (] 14:22) - i&lF’%:" PSR riﬁfﬂﬁ Y 5
E ﬁu Jﬁ%lﬂﬁlﬂ% :

PR, I T Fuﬁlfr{bgﬁ%ﬁ%:ﬁ?ﬁf [FiIRCE EJ%’I}Z e BRI 2R
MR > = 1) F”i’*ﬁ'ﬁ”ﬂ'%ﬁ (7 R R

AR FIUN % = (7l 4:1-6) -

ARTCLE VIII : AMENDMENT

All articles, with the exception of Article 1, of this Constitution may
be amended or revised by a two-thirds mgjority vote of the voting
members present at a constitutionally called business meeting, provided
that a copy of such proposed amendments or revisions has been given to
each voting member of the Church and posted in a prominent place in the
Church edifice at least two weeks prior to the meeting,
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ARTCLE IX : Dissolution

In the event of dissolution of this organization, all unencumbered
properties and finances shall be given to non-profit religious corporations
of like faith and practice that are in agreement with the letter and spirit of
this constitution. All such decisions regarding this matter would be made
by the majority vote of the remaining members of this corporation prior
to final dissolution.
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Note: This Constitution and Byla/vs of CBCL were amended on November 14, 2004
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